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Refer to this migration map as you read the brief history of our direct Babcock ancestors since 

first arrival in the American Colonies. 

 

1. The first was James Badcock (1612 – 12 Jun 1679), born in England, who first appears in 

the records of Portsmouth, Rhode Island in 1642.  It is not known exactly how and when 

he arrived from England.  A popular myth, which has been disproved, is that he arrived 

on the ship Anne about that time.  He had seven children, 4 with his first wife, Sarah 

Brown (1616-1665), and 3 with his second wife, Elizabeth March (1648-1680).  Our next 

Babcock ancestor was John, the second child of James and Sarah. 

2. John Badcock (1644 – 31 Dec 1684) was born in Portsmouth, RI.  John and Mary Lawton 

(1644-1711) eloped about 1663 and settled on the east bank of the Pawcatuck River, 

Town of Westerly, RI, with Native Americans for neighbors, and began their family of 10 

children.  John and Mary’s parents did not discover them for years.  By 1669, John’s 

father and two of his brothers had moved to the newly incorporated town of Westerly, 

displacing Native Americans.  Our third Babcock ancestor [this is where our path has 

changed due to our new theory] was George, the sixth child of John and Mary. 

3. George Babcock (about 1673 – 1 May 1756) was born in Westerly, RI.  Note that the 

spelling of the family name had now changed to “Babcock”.  In 1694, George married 

Elizabeth Hall (1671-1762).  They had 9 children.  Records show that George lived in 

Rhode Island to a ripe old age of 83 and his wife lived 91 years.  Our fourth Babcock 

ancestor was Jonathon, the third child of George and Elizabeth. 

4. Jonathon Babcock (22 Mar 1702 – 13 Nov 1750) was born in Kingston, RI. About 1720 

Jonathon married Elizabeth Larkin (1704-1745) in Westerly, Rhode Island.  They had a 

small family of 4 children.   Our fifth Babcock ancestor was Amos, the first child of 

Jonathon and Elizabeth. 
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5. Amos Babcock I (1721 – 1 Aug 1759) was born in Westerly, RI.  On December 20, 1738, 

the 17-year old Amos married the 19-year old Elizabeth Brand (1719-1740) in Westerly, 

RI.  Their only child was born in 1739. Elizabeth died in 1740 when she was 20 or 21.  

Our sixth Babcock ancestor was Amos II, the only child of Amos and Elizabeth. 

6. Amos Babcock II (15 Mar 1739 – 17 Jan 1809) was born in Newport, RI.  On Jan. 22, 

1759, Amos married Zerviah Wood (1737-1821) in Ledyard, CT.  At first, they moved 

around, with children born in CT, MA and RI. About 1768 they settled in New York with 

five children. In 1790, by census record, Amos lived in the part of Stephentown, NY that 

became the Town of Petersburg a year later. Three of his sons had established nearby 

households and four of his sons still lived at home. In 1800, by census record, three 

more of his sons, including Benjamin, had established nearby households.  Amos died 

where he settled, in the Town of Petersburg, now Rensselaer County.  In his will, Amos 

named his wife, his children, and some of his grandchildren. Their eleven children were 

Ezeriah, Mary, Phebe, Zerviah, Amos III, Johnson, Cottrell, Benjamin, Jonathon, Lucy and 

Frederick. Our seventh Babcock ancestor was Benjamin, the eighth child of Amos and 

Zerviah. 

7. Benjamin Babcock (1774 – about 1826) was born in Petersburg, NY.  In 1810, by census 

record, Benjamin and his wife had 3 girls and 3 boys.  We know two of their daughters 

were Nancy and Betsy, named in the will of Amos II as Benjamin’s daughters.  In 1820, 

by census record of Petersburg, we see that Benjamin and his wife had two more boys 

and two more girls.  Based on several DNA matches with people who have traced their 

ancestry back to Amos and Zerviah Babcock, we now believe one of their young sons, 

their seventh child, Jehu, was our eighth Babcock ancestor. 
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8. Jehu Babcock (13 Jul 1812 – 1889), also known as John, was born in the Town of 

Petersburg, Rensselaer County, New York.  His father died in 1826, when Jehu was about 

14.  Meanwhile two of his uncles had moved about 120 miles west, Johnson Babcock to 

Tully, NY and Jonathon Babcock to Fabius, NY. It is most likely that Jehu lived with and 

worked for one of those uncles, because his future wife lived in Otselic, NY, a town 

much closer to them than his childhood home of Petersburg, NY.  In about 1834 Jehu 

Babcock married Elsa Richer (1808-1887).  In 1840, Jehu and his wife had a son and two 

daughters in the Town of Otselic, Chenango County, NY.  The census records showed 

close Otselic neighbors included the extended Davis family.  In 1848 Wisconsin became 

a state and was giving away fertile land. In the early 1850s, the Babcocks, the Davises 

and others, apparently traveled together, and became neighbors again in Wisconsin.  

See more under “Grandpa Jehu”. Jehu and Elsa had the following children in New York: 

a. Gilbert (11 Sep 1835 – about 1852) – he apparently did not survive the trip to Wisconsin 

b. Alsina (about 1836 – about 1858) – see more under “Aunt Alsina” 

c. Sarah (about 1839 – about 1887) – see more under “Aunt Sarah” 

d. Silas (28 Jan 1841 – 7 Dec 1904) – see more under “Uncle Silas” 

e. William Henry – our ninth Babcock ancestor 

9. William Henry Babcock (12 Nov 1849 – 19 Dec 1903) was born in Otselic, NY. The 

Babcocks and Davises ended up in the Town of Caledonia, Waupaca County, Wisconsin, 

near New London, not far from the south bank of the Wolf River. In 1870, William 

married Mary Cass (23 Aug 1853 - 1916).  See more under “William Babcock” and “Mary 

Cass” After the kids were born, he deserted the family. No one seemed to know his 

name or where he went.  We found him through census records and his death record. 

William and Mary had the following children in Wisconsin: 

a. Arthur “Archie" Babcock (24 May 1872 – 18 Sep 1946) – see more under “Archie” 

b. Milton “Mace” Babcock (Jul 1873 – about 1918) – see more under “Mace” 

c. Myrtle “Myrtie” Babcock (Nov 1877 – 1944) – see more under “Myrtie” 

d. Harlow “Harl” Harrison Babcock (22 Jan 1878 – 3 Oct 1953) – see more under “Harl” 

e. George Babcock (6 Apr 1881 – 13 Jul 1946) – see more under “George” 

f. Robert Allan Babcock (13 Jun 1883 – 29 Nov 1962) – see more about our tenth 
Babcock ancestor under “Robert” 
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The following are mini biographies of Robert A. Babcock and his family. 

 

Grandpa Jehu: 

Robert’s grandpa was 

also known as John 

Babcock, shown on his 

monument in the 

family plot, Floral Hill 

cemetery, New 

London.  The only 

other markers present 

are headstones for 

Silas and his wife.  Here 

is a cemetery record of 

the Babcocks buried in 

the family plot: 
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Aunt Alsina:  Robert’s Aunt Alsina was born about 1836.  In 1857, she apparently had a 

daughter, Mary, and died within a year so Robert never knew Aunt Alsina. Jehu and Elsa raised 

Mary as their own daughter.  In 1879, Mary married Leonard Richer (no relation to Elsa Richer, 

as far as we can find). Leonard was 28 years older than her. He left his wife and family in 

Northport to marry her.  They lived in Clintonville until he died about 1890.  In 1898, she (age 

41) married Warren Worden (age 50) in Clintonville.  Warren died in 1904.  Mary Worden then 

moved in with Mary Cass.  Here is a clip of the 1905 Wisconsin census: 

Archie had moved out, both Myrtie and Harl were married, and Mace was the head of the 

family.  Obviously, George and Robert knew Mary Worden. 

Aunt Sarah: Robert’s Aunt Sarah was born about 1839.  About 1856, she married Nathan Davis 

(1834-1863). Their children were Waitie (1857-1883), Charlotte (1859-1918) and Charles N. 

(1862-1937).  Nathan died at age 29.  In 1864, Sarah married Nathan Davis’ cousin, Joshua 

Eaton (1834-1874).  They had two boys, Halbert (1866-1931) and John P. (1871-1935).  They 

lived and farmed in Iowa until Joshua died at age 40.  DNA indicates that Joshua and Sarah also 

had a daughter, Caroline.  Sarah and children moved back to the homestead in T. Caledonia 

near New London, apparently leaving Caroline in Iowa with Joshua’s brother and his wife.  

About that time, this photo was taken:   
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The back of the photo says Mrs. Eaton and that it was taken in T. Caledonia. The young ladies 

were her daughters, Waitie and Charlotte Davis, apparently dressed to attend the first 

meeting (in 1874) of the Chicago Central Union chapter of the Women’s Christian Temperance 

Union. The photo was found at an auction in Weyauwega, WI and sent by Paula Vaughn on 

April 22, 2005 to Maria Davis who sent this image to us. Sarah appeared in the 1880 and 1885 

census records as Sarah Mallison (possibly married to John Mallison) but she was buried in the 

family plot as Sarah Eaton.  The 1880 census indicates that she was 41, paralyzed, with 

children and no husband present, and living in T. Caledonia near her extended family: 

Fred, (Henry) Ferdinand and Edward Cass were brothers of Mary Cass. Jerome Davis was a 

brother of Sarah’s first husband, Nathan Davis. 
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Uncle Silas: Robert’s Uncle Silas was born in 1841.  In 1862, Jerome and Eugene Davis 

(brothers of Nathan Davis) and Silas enlisted to serve for the North in the Civil War.  I have 

seen Silas’ Civil War pension records at the National Archives.  In 1866, Silas married Sadilla 

Frost (1849-1921). Sadilla Frost and Mary Cass were first cousins (their mothers were sisters).  

As shown in the above census record, their children were Gladis (1867-1918), Florence (1869-

1936), Allen (1871-1930), Eldon (1874-1959) and Laura (1876-1885).  Allen became the owner 

of the family plot where Silas and Sadilla are buried.  Eldon became a schoolteacher and had 

Robert as a student.  An affidavit by Eldon and the 1905 census were the keys to getting 

Robert a replacement birth certificate thus allowing him to retire from the railroad with a 

pension two years sooner than he would have otherwise. Laura died young and was buried in 

the family plot. 

William Babcock:  Robert’s father, William, was born in 1849.  I have a copy of William and 

Mary’s marriage record from 1870.  It says he was a farmer.  An 1874 Caledonia plat map 

shows adjacent lots: Jehu (40 acres), Sarah (60 acres), Silas (40 acres), and William (40 acres).  

By the 1885 census, Wm and family had moved about 2 ½ miles north to T. Mukwa.  The 1889 

plat map shows the original homestead was sold off and William owned 40 acres in Mukwa 

(south of the Wolf River). By 1895, William had deserted the family and was living in New 

London.  I have a copy of his 1903 death record – he was dead in Northport a half hour before 

the doctor arrived, apparently of heart failure.  He is buried in the family plot. 

Mary Cass: Robert’s mother, Mary, the oldest daughter of 

Iddo Cass (1831-1887) and Samantha Newell (1832-1862), 

was born 23 Aug 1853 in Pennsylvania and moved with them 

at a young age to Outagamie County, WI.  Iddo Cass was a 

lumberman and served in the Civil War for the Wisconsin 

Cavalry. Mary’s sister, Ida, was born soon after Iddo left for 

war, but Samantha did not survive long after Ida’s birth.  Ida 

was adopted by the Allen family in New London.  Robert’s 

brother, George, lived with Ida Allen for years.  On the right 

is a picture of Mary, holding Robert and Cora’s daughter, 

Gladys. Below that is a photo of Mary’s brothers, uncles to 

Robert: Fred, Henry Ferdinand, and Edward (not sure of the 

order).  Mary and some of her boys moved north of the Wolf 

River to Northport between 1900 and 1905.  I have a 1989 

video of Henry Ferdinand’s son, Tony Cass (1902-1993), 

riding past the house in Northport that I knew as Harl’s.   
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In that video, Tony says, “That’s the house where Aunt Mary raised her boys,” and he names 

his cousins.  It is the only time I saw or heard Bob as Robert’s nickname.  Robert’s son, Clare, 

remembered Mary’s funeral in that house and the music they played even though he was 3 at 

the time. We don’t know where Mary is buried. 

 

Archie: Robert’s brother Archie was born in T. Caledonia, WI on May 24, 1872.  He never 

married. In 1900-1910, at age 28-38, Archie lived in Northport, a block east of where I grew up.  

Archie died in WI on September 18, 1946 and is buried in Ostrander cemetery near Northport. 

The following newspaper articles tell more about Archie’s life: 
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Mace:  Robert’s brother, Mace was born in T. Caledonia, WI in July 1873.  We don’t have a 

picture of Mace, but I was told he had the same Abe Lincoln characteristics as Archie.  Mace 

was a farmer and animal trapper.  Mace was married on August 27, 1907 in Menominee, 

Upper Michigan to Elizabeth “Liz” Gerard (1872-1957).  Liz had two children, Leon (1892) and 

Dora (1898), from a previous marriage to George Durkee.  Mace and Liz had three children: 

Floyd (1908), Betty (1910) and Carolyn (1913).  They had musical talent.  Floyd played piano 

professionally, and his sisters were often in concerts and musical productions during their 

schooling.  Mace died in Minnesota about 1918.  I was told the family paid to have his body 

shipped back.  We don’t know where Mace is buried.  Liz married a third time to Henry Hernke 

(1891-1967). 
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Myrtie:  Robert’s sister, Myrtie was born in T. Caledonia, WI in November 1877.  She married 

John Smerling (1873-1942) on November 10, 1897 in Waupaca County.  The clergyman and 

witnesses for the marriage were all Davises. In 1900, they lived in Tustin (north shore of Lake 

Poygan), Waushara County when her brother (Harl) and his sister (Martha) were married 

there. They lived in Eland from at least 1905 through 1920, after which they moved to Fond du 

Lac, near the original Smerling homestead.  Their children were Mary (1898), Bessie (1903), 

George (1905), Ivah Mae (1913) and Martha (1915).  Here is a picture of Myrtie (right) and 

John (left) with Robert (back) and Cora (front) taken about 1914 in New London.   

 

Bessie, daughter of Myrtie and John, died in 1904.  Bessie was buried in the family plot next to 

her grandfather William who had died the year before.  Neither has a headstone.  Myrtie died 

in Fond du Lac County in 1944 and was buried in Avoca Cemetery, Oakfield, Fond du Lac 

County next to John who died in 1942. 
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Harl: Robert’s brother, Harl was born in T. Mukwa, WI on January 22, 1879.  He was married 

on July 31, 1900 in Tustin, Waushara County, WI to Martha Smerling (1876-1958).  He was a 

mason, at least until after 1910.  When he registered for the draft in 1918, he had become a 

fisherman, and had a crippled left foot.  They had two children: William “Billy” Babcock (1901) 

and Violet “Lila” Babcock (1903). Billy married Vivian Buttolph.  Billie and Viv’s children were 

Alice Jane, Jack and Mavis. Lila married Ward Lyon.  Lila and Ward’s children were Wayne, 

Dale, William, Harold, Edward, Merritt, Chester, Richard, and Martha.  Here is a four-

generation picture of Harl and Martha with their son Billy, his daughter Alice Jane (Babcock) 

Wilson, and her son Tom Wilson: 

 
We know lots of stories about Harl, who poached sturgeon, sold caviar to customers from 

Chicago, and who liked to drink.  At one point, Clare (his nephew), age 9 or10, was entrapped 

into selling a game warden some fish, and was thrown into jail.  In an attept to trap Harl, the 

game warden called him to pick up Clare but Harl refused.  Clare spent the night in jail.  There 

were never charges brought against Clare, and the game warden never did nab Harl.  Clare 

never liked game wardens after that.  Harl died in T. Mukwa on October 3, 1953 and was 

buried in Ostrander cemetery near Northport.  Martha died February 27, 1958 and is buried 

beside Harl. 



  

Revision: 5 12  

George:  Robert’s brother George was born in T. Mukwa on April 6, 1881.  He never married 

and he was a drinker. In 1910, he still lived at home with his mother, Mary, and Mary Worden.  

He earned money working odd jobs.  We don’t have a picture of him but when he registered 

for the draft in 1918, he was described as stout, medium height, with brown eyes, brown hair, 

and no disabilities.  He lived in or near Northport, was a clam digger, and sold the clams in 

Stevens Point.  By 1920, he lived in New London with his maiden aunt, Ida Allen.  Ida was the 

head of household and he still worked odd jobs. By 1930, they lived in Northport, on Ferry St, 

about a block from the river.  Ida surely had an inheritance because she employed George as a 

servant at home.  Ida died in 1931.  In 1940, George was in the same house, unemployed, 

living alone.  In 1942, when he registered for the draft, he was 5’ 9”, 285 lbs., lived in 

Northport, and listed Ward Lyon as his closest contact.   Some said he “drank up houses and 

farms”.  He died on July 13, 1946 due to a fall from the hayloft at the Hurley brothers’ farm in 

T. Lebanon, Waupaca County. He is buried in Ostrander cemetery near Northport. 

Robert was born in T. Mukwa, WI on June 13, 1883. Until 1948, he reported his birth year as 

1885.  That was only corrected with Eldon Babcock’s affidavit and the 1905 Wisconsin census.  

We obtained this copy of his replacement birth certificate from his Chicago and Northwestern 

Railway pension file in 2004. 
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Robert married Cora Matteson (1882-1976) on November 14, 1906 in New London.  Their 

daughter, Gladys, was born September 16, 1907 in Eland.  The pension file shows Robert 

worked for the railroad from March 1907 through September 1913 and the 1910 census shows 

they lived in Eland.  Clare was born in Northport October 1, 1913 and Robert did not go back 

to work for the railroad until December 1915. Interestingly, when Robert registered for the 

draft in 1918, he registered as Robert Robinson Babcock, born June 13, 1985, tall and stout 

with grey eyes and brown hair.  I was told he didn’t have a middle name and picked Allan to be 

his middle name.  When he registered for the draft in 1942, he registered as Robert Allan 

Babcock, born 13 Jun 1885, and was 5’ 10½”, 229 lbs., with blue eyes, brown hair, and light 

complexion. This picture was taken November 1948, in Northport, of Robert A Babcock, his 

1928 Plymouth, the 6-point buck he bagged, and his grandson Robert T. Babcock. 

 
Although Robert retired about 1948 from the railroad, he and Cora lived in Eland until about 

1954.  Robert collected wood from a building being torn down in Wittenberg to help build 

their new house in Northport.  He died in the Little Wolf Rest Home in T. Little Wolf, Waupaca 

County on November 29, 1962.  He is buried in Ostrander cemetery near Northport.  Cora died 

August 5, 1976 in California.  She is buried next to Robert.  

by Robert T. Babcock 


